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A September Tradition

By Bruce Hanson

September is a month of chorus traditions: specifically the Red Bank 
Street Fair(see page 3), the Elks 9/11 Ceremony (see page 4), and the 
Longstreet Farm Harvest Home Festival.  The Longstreet sing-out is a lot 
like the street fair--there is a constant flow of folks strolling past, many of 
whom stop to enjoy the music of the chorus.  But it is less crowded (and 
quieter) – and it is a paying gig!  
 The Longstreet program always consists of two 45 minute sets, 
and the challenge is to save our voices, since the tendency when out-
doors without acoustic support is to “oversing.”  As always, the repertoire 
was a mixture of old and new – the newest being the Beetles’ “Please, 
Please Me,” which keeps getting better with each repetition.  A quartet 
consisting of Terry Schmalzried, Chris D’Agostino, Rob Maber, and 
this author added some variety and offered chorus members a chance to 
rest their voices between songs.
 We attracted some good crowds and the audiences were very ap-
preciative and enthusiastic – a factor that makes the Longstreet Farm gig 
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A September Tradition continued from page 1 

More  on page 3

Thanks to Savita D’Agostino 
for all these photos!



Atlantic Gazette                                          October 2019                                               3   

Red Bank Rendezvous

By Bruce Hanson

he Red Bank Street 
Fair is a place for the cho-
rus to get out in public 
and be seen by a lot of 
folks who otherwise 
wouldn’t know we exist.   
There are always lots of 
people, and many of 
them stop to appreciate 
the songs of the chorus 
and its quartets.   This 
September we had great 
weather and got yet an-
other spot on Broad 
Street – not quite as good 
as the one in Springtime, 
but much better than our 
old place on Monmouth 
Street.   The difference is 
that Broad Street is wide enough to allow folks to 
stop and listen to us without  blocking the many 
other attendees walking the narrow path be-
tween booths.   Of course nothing comes for 
free, so we did have to deal with the loud gener-
ator of a nearby bounce house and the smoke 

from a food truck upwind from us.  But still, all in 
all it was a good spot, and lots of people enjoyed 
our singing and accepted our business cards 
and our “commercial breaks.”   The appreciation 
of the passers-by who stop to listen and applaud 
us is a great source of energy! 

T
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Remembering 9/11

By Bruce Hanson

very year since 2001, the Red 
Bank Elks have held a Memorial 
service in remembrance of the 
attacks of 9/11 and the chorus 
has been a part of it.   This year’s 
program was more subdued than 
the past few years – no mayor or 
fire department representatives, 
and consequently a smaller audi-
ence.   But the Elks persevere in 
their patriotic mission, and the 
chorus does its part.  
 As always, the program 
was followed by a “repast” at the 
Elks lodge, consisting of cheese 
burgers, hot dogs and salads.  
The Elks made a special point of 
thanking  the Chorus for its many 
years of loyal support—an ac-
knowledgement that was much 

E
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Idle Chatter 

by Chris Papa

It was at least three years 
ago since the Idles had been 
invited to sing for the East 
Windsor Seniors. But with fond 
memories of the last visit to far 
off Mercer County, the chorus 
performed there once again on 

September 16.  A spry group of three to four 
dozen men and women drove to the senior 
center and filed into a large meeting room, 
settling on chairs about the many large ta-
bles. It was very obvious that many there 
were quite anxious to welcome the singers. It 
turned out to be one of the many happy 
events that would please both the gathered 
audience, as well as the performers.
 Several regular chorus members were 
missing from the event, basses and leads, 
including the ever present Dave Much, usu-
ally on tap to serve as Master of Ceremony. 
His duties were taken over by Jack McDer-
mott, who absolutely delighted both the audi-
ence and his colleagues, who were treated to 
lots of new, merry song introductions, as well 
as some sprightly anecdotes and naughty 
jokes that tickled most everyone (see photo 
at right). Jack kept Continued on page 6
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inviting the guests to sing 
along with the chorus, and it 
was obvious that many of the 
attendees were quite willing 
and happy to try. The musical 
program, happily contained 
tunes which seemed quite 
familiar to the audience.  The 
greatest responses came to 
the chorus rendition of 
“That’s Amore” and “Let Me 

Call You Sweetheart”, 
Jack followed up the 
latter song with his 
challenge to the audi-
ence to repeat singing 
the song while omitting 
all pronouns. There 
was a great effort and 
much laughter as the 
predictable failure en-
sued. Both the Classy 
Seniors (see photo at 
top right) and Bayshore 
Four (see photo below) 

quartets entertained the audience, which, 
again, responded with satisfaction and interac-
tion. The chorus finale was their stirring rendi-
tion of “God Bless America”, which, indeed,, 
had the very enthusiastic audience singing 
along.  The return visit was yet another great 
success, and the audience members swarmed 
in to personally congratulate the singers and 
express their hopes that the Idles would return 
for yet another happy event in the near future. 

Idle Chatter continued from page 5 
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Proudly We Served

By Joe Le Compte

n 1966, I received my invitation to participate in 
the Viet Nam escapade. I was working as an Engi-
neer Assistant at American Cyanamid in Bound 
Brook NJ. and taking my night courses 
at Newark College of Engineering. Al-
beit, my best efforts were insufficient 
and I passed the Selective Service Exam 
and was classified 1A. This didn’t sit too 
well with an all-state wrestler (108 lb 
class) who would make an excellent 
Viet Nam Tunnel Rat!
 My options were few, so I lied 
that I had a degree and was admitted to 
the Navy Reserves and went through 
basic training at the Great LakesTrain-
ing Center. I returned to Plainfield 
(where I lived) and found that the race 
riots were still not suppressed. I was caught in a 
dilemma: war at home, or war in Viet Nam. After 
some deep moral conjecturing, some fellow vic-
tims an d I decided that it was the best time 
to go to Alaska and prospect for gold. Didn’t find 
any, however. The Navy had not forgotten me and 
I was ordered to report to Norfolk Va, ASAP.
 I was ordered to board the USS Monrovia 
APA31 as an Electrician’s Mate. My first duty was 

to rig the Christmas lights from the top-masts. In 
January 1968 we departed to Morehead City NC 
to embark our Marines (Viet Nam veterans). Our 

first landing was at Palamores, Spain, 
where we had to demonstrate that 
the four hydrogen bombs acciden-
tally dropped by the Air Force were 
not dangerous. I was promoted to 
Machinist’s Mate and given a Geiger 
counter. Many, many other Cold War 
adventures, and we returned to 
Morehead City and Norfolk in June 
1968. The Monrovia was con-
demned to scrap. Being a machinist 
mate, I was part of the skeleton crew, 
and was released from active duty in 
December 1968. I rejoined the Re-

serves and was assigned to a minesweeper in 
Perth Amboy. The skipper said “You’re a snipe! 
Get below for diesel watch!” I said “No sir! I’m 
steam and nuclear rated!  Not Engineman!” He 
said (after checking my record) “Wise Guy! We’ll 
make you a boatswain and you can rig the mines!”  
I said “HALLELUJAH!  I’m above decks!”
 PS:  Viet Nam is fully recovered....Plainfield 

is not! 

I

y name is Rich Mayo, and I sing lead.  I 
assume most of you know that already, but I've 
been an amateur musician for just 
about my entire life.  
 I'm not from New Jersey, 
originally -- my father was a career 
Army officer, and I grew up in ten 
different states and two continents.  
But Mom was a big fan of piano 
lessons from way back, and I played 
piano well into moving out on my 
own.  I can even still read bass clef 
notes!
 It's been many years since I 
pursued piano with any serious-
ness, though -- I switched to the Great Highland 
Bagpipe about 25 years ago.  The bagpipe world 
is all about the parade, obviously, but it's also 
about the musical competition, and I've com-
peted both solo and in a band for several years.  

Currently, I'm a member of the (grade 4) Sean 
McGonigal Memorial Pipe Band.  (And, If you're 

interested in what any of that 
means, I'll be happy to explain.)
 I'm looking forward the opportunity 
to compete at Barbershop, I think.  I 
don't know whether prior experi-
ence will help or not, but it all prom-
ises to be quite the learning 
experience.
 Professionally, I'm a programmer, 
working for what used to be Ft. 
Monmouth.
 My wife, Cindy, and I have been 
married 25 years, and we live in 

Eatontown with our daughter, Christine.  Cindy is 
a substitute teacher and occasional trumpet 
player, and Christine is a Senior at Monmouth 
Regional High School.  

Let’s Meet: Rich Mayo

M
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GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets 

weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at 

the Red Bank Middle School, 101 

Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  
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