Atlantic
Gazette

Volume 87;

Issue 122

June 2019

The Monthly Newsletter of the

Red Bank Area Chapter
Mid-Atlantic District
Barbershop Harmony Society

The Road to Harmony

In this Issue
Chas. Byram
Coaches
Chorus............4
The Art of
Performance. . 5
Idle Chatter......6

By Bruce Hanson

T he theme of this year’s spring show was “Harmony Road,” in recognition
of our latest repertoire addition: Willie Nelson’s “On the Road Again,” as
well as the journey our chapter has been on these last few years with the
welcome addition of several new members. The show followed a familiar
format. Dave Murch was the Master of Ceremonies, armed with vivid
descriptions of the individual songs as well as a new set of jokes to try on
this year’s audience. The first half was opened by the chorus, Directed by
Craig Page, in their gold vests singing several songs, followed by a house
quartet, variously known as the “Road Warriors,” or “Road Kill.” The
quartet, consisitng of Chris D’Agostino, Rob Maber, Ray Smith and
Terry Schmalzried, did a great rendition of Roger Miller’s classic “King of
the Road.” They were followed by the Matinee Idles under the direction of
John Huetz. The Idles set was followed by the usual intermission of
precisely 13 minutes.
The second half was opened by the chorus in their familiar blue
blazers featuring the debut of another repertoire
Continued on page 2
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addition, the Beetles’ “Please, Please, Me”and
several other songs. The stage was then
turned over to the shows featured quartet,
Madhattan, fresh from their victory as the
Northern Division’s top quartet (and proudly
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wearing their victory medals). The show was closed
out by a return of the chorus--featuring
another
“road” song, “Country
Roads,” directed by Andy
Ferreira. The show ended,
as it often does with the
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two choruses and quartets together singing “Irish Blessing.
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Show participants (and others in the
know) then hustled off to St.
Dorothea’s Church in Eatontown for a festive afterglow.
As usual, Armando Orsini
outdid himself with the food,
beverages, and hospitality for
the event. And, as it happened, Madhattan, saved
some of their best material to
show off their tight and close
harmony for the attendees.
They also offered, some truly
enjoyable tag-out quartetting
that enabled everyone with
the inclination to sing
(however briefly) with their
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Chas. Byram Coaches Chorus
By John Huetz

On Tuesday, May 21st. 2019, by invitation of the Red Bank Chapter, Chas. Byram spent an evening with the members
in the category of PERFORMANCE, previously known as
Stage Presence,
and the difference,
explained Chas.,
that emoting and
expressing
the
storyline and message of a song delivers more feeling,
sincerity and entertainment to the
audience and the
members presenting the song. The
idea of swinging
arms and jumping
choreography detracts from the essence
and
trueness of the story. (See the Performance overview from the Society’s
“Contest and Judging Handbook” reprinted on page 5.)
Chas. (yes, a period follows his first
name) in October 2018 is officially Assistant Director of the Bucks County Country
Gentlemen Chorus under the Directorship
of Stephanie Brictson with whom Red
Bank is familiar. Chas. also spends time
with the chorus Parkside Harmony, the
Hershey Pennsylvania Chapter of the
BHS and is a MidAtlantic District Board
Member. Chas. started the evening with
simple but effective warm up doing
stretches ,clapping in rhythm and using a
four part chord moving to different vowels
sounds. On the risers, Craig directed sevAtlantic Gazette

eral songs, “God Bless America,” “Bring
Back Those Good Ole' Days,” “Breaking
Up Is Hard To Do” and “Edelweiss.” Chas.
explained there are four types of songs,
Comedy,
Ballad,
Rhythm, and Lyric.
Within a song, such
as the bouncy rhythm
“Breaking Up,” there
is a mood change
and your expression
has to fit that new
mood which is accomplished by thinking
ahead
and
preparing for it.
After break, Craig
worked from the
seats, on a newer
song, “You Don't
Know Me,” mostly for
notes on all parts.
Later, the chorus was
back on the risers working on “Please,
Please Me. ” Chas. asked for more grit in
the beginning of the song. “Too sweet,”
he said. “Basses need to go somewhere
with drive, it’s too clean, etc.” Chas. finished up by saying, think ahead to obtain
the new embellishment in a song, a back
and forth of attitude of phrases. With a
repetition of words, e.g. “Come on, Come
on, Come on” --, each repeat word has a
different meaning and must be shown as
such. As you can see with Chas., when
coaching the category Performance,
over-accentuated gestures are not necessary to entertain or communicate a vision
or story to an audience. The evening
ended with Chas. directing the chorus in
More on page 5
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The following is the introduction to the “Performance”chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society’s
Contest and Judging Handbook, which is available on-line at the Society’s website:
THE ART OF PERFORMANCE
One significant goal of any art form is communication. A barbershop performance refers to how the
artist communicates a message and vision via the transformation of a song into an entertaining
experience for an audience. The performance of a song is the artist’s gift to the audience, whose
experiences, memories, and imagination transform that gift into an emotional experience. The performers’ goal is to create a high level of entertainment through the performance. The means to that end are
as varied as the personality, abilities, and creative skills of the performers.
The Performance judge evaluates entertainment within the barbershop style. Vocal and visual
elements, in the context of the song choice and delivery, are evaluated for their contribution to the
overall entertainment effect of the performance.
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Idle Chatter
Monroe Seniors
by Chris Papa

The Matinee Idles motored all the way to Middlesex County for a gig on the penultimate
day of May. They were scheduled to sing for the members of the Monroe Seniors, a
group for which they had never previously performed. The venue was at the spacious
Monroe Township Center, replete with large buildings and plenty of parking space. The
chorus was to perform in a huge meeting hall which was graced by a very large stage.
They were told to please get up on the stage during their warmup session because the
floor was then filled with row on row of chairs. The vocal practice on stage was then cut short by the
director of the event, who explained that there was an impatient crowd just outside the doors. Indeed,
once opened, a surge of ladies and gentlemen swarmed in to find places to seat themselves. By
starting time, the hall was filled with over 100 chattering citizens. They politely fell silent once the event
began and became one of the very best audiences the chorus has experienced in recent history.
Most of the chorus was there, with just a single lead and two basses missing. The men repeated
the songs they had performed at the recent Spring Show, as well as enough to fill out the three-quarter
hour program, as promised. Both quartets rounded out the event. It was significant that the Classy
Seniors included the newest member in the chorus, Lin Robinson, who had been brought in by
Director John Huetz. Lin is an experienced, sight reading, vocalist who usually sings bass, but agreed
to try his hand at baritone. The results of his first public appearance more than confirmed the Director’s
trust and he blended in with the quartet, which gave a sparkling performance. The Bayshore Four
likewise earned the loud approval of the audience.
Throughout the event the crowd remained alert, smiling and very interactive. When very familiar
numbers like “Let Me Call You Sweetheart” and ‘God Bless America” were performed, they joyously
joined in, as well. So very obvious was the audience approval and delight that the chorus was
stimulated to give one of their very best performances. The delight was quite obvious on both sides,
and the crowd surged to give their personal congratulations as the chorus members individually filed

2019 International
Convention
Salt Lake City, UT
June 30, 2019 – July
07, 2019

Atlantic Gazette

June 2019

6

Chorus of the Atlantic

Red Bank Area Chapter
Mid-Atlantic District
Barbershop Harmony Society
P O Box 8403
Red Bank, NJ 07701-8403
(732) 784-7343

Music Director........................................Craig J. Page
Associate Music Director.....................Kirk Thomson
Manager ...................................................Dave Murch

Matinee Idles
Director....................................................Will McCain
President................................................Joe LeCompte
Manager.....................................................Rich Dunne

Gazette Editor
Bruce Hanson
28 Markham Place
Little Silver, NJ 07739
Blhanson@comcast.net
Production Manager: Bruce Hanson

On the web at RedBankChorus.org

Chapter Officers
President.........................................Terry Schmalzried
VP Music & Performance.........................Frank Glaz
VP Programs................................................................
VP Chapter Development...................Jim Weythman
VP Marketing & Publicity........................Allan Dean
Treasurer .............................................Bruce Hanson
Secretary................................................Andy Ferreira
Members at Large.................Kevin Stone, Sam Wike
Immediate Past President.....................Andy Ferreira

Project Managers

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets
weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at
the Red Bank Middle School, 101
Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ

Librarian..............................................Jim Weythman
Uniforms...................................................Dave Murch
Sunshine Chairman...............................Carl Stainagle
50-50 Assoc..................................................Ray Smith
Webmaster.................................................Allan Dean

Atlantic Gazette
Bruce Hanson
28 Markham Place
Little Silver, NJ 07739
The monthly bulletin of the
Red Bank Area (NJ) Chapter

Return and Correction
Requested
Atlantic Gazette

June 2019

7

