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Special Holiday Issue
In this Holiday
Issue:

Drive-in Divas / Auto Tunes / Vehicle
Vocalists / Car Carolers / Hooptie
Harmony (take your pick)

A fter considerable research, experimentation, and consultation with other
In Memoriam choruses and choirs, chapter President Terry Schmalzried, with considerCharlie Rein....3 able support from Jim Weythman and Director Craig Page, assembled a
Chris Papa:
Music in My Life
Part 3................7

winning combination of technology and logistics to launch our first successful drive-in rehearsal.
Ten singers and Director Craig convened in Terry’s church parking
lot on a cold 20 degree Saturday morning to try out this new solution to our
desire to get together and sing. Everyone was isolated
More on page 2

Drive-in Divas continued from page 1
in his own car or masked up
when out and about. Terry
handed out microphones,
collected deposit checks ($40
per mic), and distributed
hand sanitizer packets.
Since this was the first
time together, it took some
time to set all the microphones to their assigned frequencies and get everything
properly set up and adjusted.
Future rehearsals should require very little time.
Once all was set up, Craig led the group
through “Heart of My Heart,” “Wild Irish Rose,”
“Hello Mary Lou” and “Edelweiss.” It was great
fun to be singing together again, but we’ve got a

lot of work to do to get back to the level we were
at before the pandemic.
We have more slots available so don’t be
shy!
Here’s how the system works:
Each singer has his own personal
wireless microphone which he
keeps and reuses for each rehearsal.
Each microphone is
tuned to its own specific frequency
and communicates with a base
unit in Terry’s car. The output of
all the mics (currently 16 in
number) is sent to a mixer controlled by Jim through his ipad. Each
singer’s volume can be separetely
adjusted. The output of the mixer
is sent to a low power FM transmitter. The singers tune their car
radios to that frequency to hear
the entire chours as they sing,
while Director Craig gives instructions and directs.
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In Memoriam -- Charlie Rein
The following obituary was published by the Orender Funeral home of Manasquan NJ.
Charles A. Rein, of Wall, New Jersey, passed away peacefully in his home with his “bride” close by on
Saturday, December 19, 2020 at the age of 95.
Charlie is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 71 years, Lois (nee Schoenknecht) Rein and their three
daughters - Donna Rein of Wall; Beverly Howey and her husband Thomas of Wall; and Karen DuncanSherman and her husband Robert Sherman of Manasquan. Charlie’s life will be honored and treasured forever
in the lives of his three loving grandchildren, Kyle Howey, Cheyne Duncan, and Danielle Howey.
Charlie is predeceased in death by his parents, Charles and Carrie
(nee Patterson) Rein; and sister Lois (nee Rein) Gerard; as well as
many dear close friends he considered family.
Charlie was born on October 9, 1925 at his home in Newark, NJ.
After graduating from Newark’s West Side High School in 1943, his
first job was with Schnefel Brothers on 17th Street in Newark. They
were known to produce a wide range of items including scissors,
tweezers, and straight razors under the trademark LaCross. During
WWII, production of their products was suspended so the factory
could produce knives, forks, and spoons for the troops’ mess kits.
From LaCross he enlisted in the Army and fought with the 65th
Infantry Division in General George Patton’s Third Army, through
France, Germany, and Austria. Charles received the Combat Infantry
Badge and Bronze Star Medal for his service in the Infantry. After
the conclusion of hostilities in May 1945, he was transferred to the
9th Infantry Division of the Army of Occupation for one year. While
there, he was assigned to the Dachau Concentration Camp to process and discharge German Prisoners of War.
After discharge from the US Army, he enlisted in the Reserves with the 50th Armored for 9 years. He is a
lifetime member of the VFW and the 65th Infantry Division Association.
Charlie met his childhood sweetheart, Lois in the early ‘40s while he was in high school and she in grade school
(he was her brother, Jack’s best friend). Charlie attended Lois’s grade school (8th grade) graduation but then
left Lois to go to war, leading Patton’s Army across Europe. He returned in time to see her graduate from high
school. Shortly thereafter, they became engaged and were married in 1949. During this time and after his Army
discharge in 1946, he worked for the Fidelity Union Trust Company in Newark for six years. In 1953, Charlie
and Lois moved to Wall Township where they lived and raised their three girls in the home both he, his father,
and Lois’s father built together. He worked for Jersey Central Power & Light Company as a Municipal
Representative and retired from there in 1986 after 35 years. Charlie and Lois had been fully enjoying their
retirement years together ever since in their home while enjoying family, and taking many incredible trips to
places including Panama, Alaska, Bermuda, Europe, Hawaii, and spending a month in Australia with friends
celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary(s).
He was a faithful parishioner and choir member of the First Presbyterian Church Belmar for 65 years. He served
as a church Deacon for several years and held the position of Financial Secretary for the church for 25 years.
He was a member of Ocean Lodge No. 89 Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons for 64 years. He was an
avid member of the Red Bank Area Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society (SPEBSQSA) for 60 years.
He sang tenor with the Asbury Park Chorus of the Atlantic, which later became the Red Bank Area Chapter,
Continued on page 4
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In Memoriam - Charlie Rein continued from page 3
and was active in five different registered quartets. Charlie performed in several productions of The Music Man
which he often said was the highlight of his barbershop vocation.
“…and if someday we ever meet again
I will smile and stand in line,
just to sing one song, just one more time,
with that old quartet of mine.”
Burial services will be held with family in private, with a Celebration of Life planned for the spring or summer
of 2021. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in memory of Charles to Fulfill at 3300 Route 66, Neptune,
NJ 07753, or https://fulfillnj.org/donate/ . Arrangements are under the care of Orender Family Home for
Funerals, Manasquan. To send condolences to the family please visit www.orenderfamilyhome.com

Charlie Rein, Ralph Jeffers and Jack McDermott at the Aviation Hall
of Fame and Museum of
New Jersey’s 2013
“Wings and Wheels Expo, a salute to WW II
veterans at Teterboro
Airport.

Remembering Charlie
I first met Charlie when he joined the Chorus in the early sixties. He sang bass but later he
switched to tenor. I sang in a couple quartets with him, one of which was the Four Pa’s. Other
members were Leon Avakian and Bill Lawson. We had another quartet called the Spire Squires
which sang in churches summer times.
All this gave birth to a social group called the Great Eight which involved our wives and some brief
changes in personnel. We were now the Avakian’s, DeBruin’s, Rein’s, and the Cameron’s.This
gang began meeting regularly on New Years Eve and other occasions for lunch. After retirement
we rented a big house at Lake George NY, for ten days every summer for many years.
Charlie was a fifty year plus member of the Society, had many jobs in the Chapter, and he painted
scenery for many annual and Christmas shows. He was appointed Mid’lantic District Historian for
two years back in the Sixties. The highlight of his singing career was performing in the quartet in
local theater productions of Music Man (see Jack McDermott’s article on page 5).
Charlie was a gentle giant, a great singer, and a true friend. God bless his soul. He will be missed.

Tom Cameron
Continued on page 5
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Remembering Charlie continued from page 4
Charlie Rein was easy to love, because, He liked and respected others with a great smile, and a
very friendly personality! He was liked by everyone who knew him!
He unabashedly loved his
wife Lois (he called Her 'Lo'), His girls (Donna, Karen, Beverly) and their families. He enjoyed
reading history (He was a proud WW2 veteran, so he never read novels), sang (Bass in his church
choir - Tenor in Barbershop), a skilled draftsman and woodwork 'Artist' (Plaques and Trophies)!
He Loved his 'Charlie time' (usually Vodka, a little Ice and 3 olives at around 4PM), and was of
course a ticket holder and huge 'Giants' fan (he would often put his thumbs under his arms, throw
his head back, stick out his lower lip, grin and and say "My Giants"!!!)
Charlie was a true Barbershopper, and he did a lot for the Asbury Park (APC) and Red Bank
Chapters -- example: a stalwart Tenor, he worked tirelessly for the APC when they often hosted the
Division Contests, wrote for the Gazette, and sang in the chorus shows and competitions and many
chapter quartets! He also sang in several Music Man productions and really enjoyed the rehearsals
and Shows (He enjoyed it and was a great performer)!
I had the honor to sing with Charlie in several Quartets doing Chapter shows, Music Man presentations, and many non-Barbershop performances (picnics and singouts etc.) where due to his good
looks and charming personality, he was admired by the ladies (which he denied and made him blush)!
For me, He was my friend for many years (and FUN to sing with)

which I will always cherish!

Jack McDermott
One of the great pleasures and privileges of many years of membership in the Chorus of the Atlantic
was the chance to get to know Charlie Rein. As one of the few outstanding tenors that the chorus
had over the years, it was possible not only to harmonize with him with the many songs which were
learned and performed, but to also have the opportunity to sing with him in a quartet when it came
time to deliver Singing Valentines. As far as I can recall, whenever Charlie came to perform, Jack
McDermott was always there to sing the bass part. They were an inseparable pair and made each
experience an unforgettable event. I recall a special challenge we had one year when the fellow
physician colleague I'd got to buy a Singing Valentine actually bought a half dozen. There we were
in the waiting room of the large practice surrounded by an audience of patients and staff, literally
put on stage and asked to perform a dozen songs, not do two over and over again. This unexpected
challenge was not only met, but done exceedingly well to everyone's satisfaction. It was historic! It
could only have been done with Charlie and Jack, as well as editor Bruce Hanson, by the way, who
was the wonderful bari we needed.
As editor of The Atlantic Gazette for many years, Charlie also held a special place in my heart
because he was one of the few members who gladly would contribute articles describing many of
his interesting activities. I've included a very special article which Charlie did for the "Proudly We
Served" series (see page 6), describing his personal World War experiences as a G.I. Happy to
share. Read it and smile. It's something Charlie always tried to make us do!

Chris Papa
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This article was originally published in the April 2007 Atlantic Gazette.
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Music In My Life: The Pharmacy Years
By Chris Papa

I graduated from high school several months before I reached my
17th birthday. While most of my Brooklyn Tech colleagues continued on in brilliant careers in engineering, I had my eyes set on a
career in medicine, to be a physician. My poor hard working father,
who was breaking his back working as a stevedore on the docks,
cautioned me that the family could not even pay for my college
continuance for a bachelor's degree, much less for medical school.
His wise advice was for me to select something where I could more
quickly get a job that might provide me with the money I'd need for
further education. So, I decided I'd become a pharmacist. As I had
graduated in January and college did not begin until September, I
could immediately start working till then. So, I got a job in a local
pharmacy working the soda fountain, cleaning up, delivering and
whatever else was needed.
Most of the money went toward tuition, but I finally bought myself a phonograph and thus
could also buy or borrow records of music I truly wished to hear. The most extravagant purchase was
the 78 rpm record album of the D'Oyly Carte Opera Company's performance of "Princess Ida" , not
one of the "big three", "The Mikado", "H.M.S." Pinafore" and "The Pirates of Penzance" that I would
hear on radio from time to time, either on WNYC ot WQXR. I also splurged and bought a "standing
room only" admission to see a D'Oyly
Carte Opera Company production of
"The Mikado" during one of their rare
visits to the U.S. I still remember the
then famous Martyn Greene, climbing
up the side curtain as he sang "Shrink
not from me Katisha!" in the final act of
the opera.
These years were just the start of
my always working at the same time I
was attending whatever college or university I was attending. I quickly went
to the top of my class, so I was able to
get a scholarship, which helped, but
was still not enough. My last two years in the Long Island University, Brooklyn College of
Pharmacy got me a part time job in one of the premier pharmacies in Brooklyn, located in the swanky
Brooklyn Heights section. The proprietor and other pharmacists recognized my knowledge and skills
and started calling me "Doc" (how about that!) or "Professor". I was entrusted with doing most of
the actual compounding work, which was rather time consuming. We were near the ports where lots
of foreign sailors would bring in prescriptions, written in Latin, for capsules, powders. ointments and
suppositories that were hand made. That was my challenge, and I loved it. Continued on page 8
Thanks to long-time member and past Gazette editor Chris Papa for this series on how he got started in music.
Gazette readers are invited to submit their own stories about their musical “awakenings.” Eds.
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Music In My Life continued from page 7
Meanwhile, W.S. Gilbert's works had inspired me to start rhyming things on my own. This
would, as you will see, greatly enhance things that happened in my later career, but not in pharmacy.
I was on the editorial board of our graduation journal and wrote a very long, detailed poem that made
fun of the foibles of our professors. All of the students and most of the professors loved it! All except
one, the Chair of the Dept. of Pharmacy. He called me into his office and expressed his outrage and
advised me he would change my A grade to a B. As a result, although I did get my degree "Cum
Laude", I ended up fourth, instead of my rightful first place standing. The important lesson was that
my poetry could really move people! That made me feel that the effort was worthwhile, and
something to continue in the future.
On a final Holiday note, Allan Dean sent us this cartoon previously printed in “Capers,” the chapter newsletter of Twin
Mountain Tonesmen of San \Angelo Texas.
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Chorus of the Atlantic

Red Bank Area Chapter
Mid-Atlantic District
Barbershop Harmony Society
P O Box 8403
Red Bank, NJ 07701-8403
(732) 784-7343

Music Director........................................Craig J. Page
Associate Music Director.....................Kirk Thomson
Manager ...................................................Dave Murch

Matinee Idles
Director.......................................................John Huetz
President................................................Joe LeCompte
Manager.....................................................Rich Dunne

Gazette Editor
Bruce Hanson
28 Markham Place
Little Silver, NJ 07739
Blhanson@comcast.net
Production Manager: Bruce Hanson

On the web at RedBankChorus.org

Chapter Officers
President.........................................Terry Schmalzried
VP Music & Performance..............(2021) Frank Glaz
VP Programs...............................(2021) Tony Milillo
VP Chapter Development...................Jim Weythman
VP Marketing & Publicity........................Allan Dean
Treasurer .............................................Bruce Hanson
Secretary................................................Andy Ferreira
Members at Large.................Kevin Stone, Sam Wike
Immediate Past President.....................Andy Ferreira

Project Managers

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
The Red Bank Area Chapter meets
weekly on Tuesdays at 7:30 P.M. at
the Red Bank Middle School, 101
Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ

Librarian..............................................Jim Weythman
Uniforms...................................................Dave Murch
50-50 Assoc.......................................Chris D’Agostino
Webmaster.................................................Allan Dean
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