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Dinner, Harmony, and a Good Time

By Bruce Hanson

It was time for something new -- to shake up the old patterns and habits. 
So the chorus decided to forego the usual Holiday Show.  Instead, the plan 
was for a dinner show with food courses interleaved with vocal sets by the 
Chorus and the Matinee Idles. Director Craig Page, Kirk Thomson, and 
Andy Ferreira  had gone down to Maryland to experience a similar 
program that Glenn Phillips (who had coached our chorus several years 
ago) and his chapter had put on, and they came back very enthusiastic 
about trying this ourselves.
 The plan was to “start small” with a limit of 100 attendees and to 
keep things simple by serving lasagna.  Sam Wike, who had organized 
similar programs with other organizations volunteered to oversee the 
planning and preparation along with a small team assembled to help.
 With relatively little outside publicity,  Chorus and Idles members 
were put in charge of Ticket sales. And they came through admirably by 
selling out weeks in advance!
 Continuing the theme of “something new,” the chorus tried a new 
uniform - all black with red ties, occasionally “accessorized” with white 
aprons, since they were singing AND serving! 
 Guests arrived to find salad and bread on their tables and the bar 
open.  Once they had settled in, the Chorus and Idles 
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Dinner, Harmony and a Good Time continued from page 1 

More  on page 3

greeted them with “You’re as 
Welcome as the Flowers in May,” 
led by Idles director, John Huetz, 
who added a dramatic flourish by 
having the singers shower the 
audience with red carnations at 
he end of the song.  The chorus 
then continued to sing several 
more songs in the first set with 
Frank Glaz ably serving as MC.
 Following the first set, cho-
rus members donned their aprons 
and sanitary gloves and served 

the lasagna to their guests, 
filling water glasses and 
otherwise making nice to 
everyone.   Amazingly, 
there were no dropped 
trays or major spills!
 Once everyone had 
had a chance to fill up on 
the excellent lasagna, the 
Matinee Idles 
(supplemented by Allan 
Dean on bass) took the ris-
ers for their own set, di-
rected by John Huetz and 
featuring a fine rendition of 

More on page 3
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Leonard Cohen’s famous and 
much recorded “Hallelujah.”  
 Desserts and coffee fol-
lowed, and then a final holiday-
themed set by the chorus. There 
were traditional and sacred 
Christmas and Hanukkah, as 
well as the “Chipmunk’s Christ-
mas” featuring our  very own 
David Seville, Simon, Theodore, 
and Alvin wannabes.
 At the end of the pro-
gram, the audience gave the 

chorus (and the event) a stan-
diing ovation.  Enthusiastic 
compliments flowed freely, 
even from some of the most 
“jaded” famly members.
It was a successful experiment 
and a great program.   Special 
thanks go to Sam Wike for his 
(and his team’s) expert plan-
ning and smooth execution.   

Dinner, Harmony and a Good Time continued from page 2 

Thanks to Savita D’Agostino 
for all these photos!



Atlantic Gazette                                          December 2019                                               4   

Giving Back to MAC

By Bruce Hanson

he Middletown Arts Center (MAC) provided an 
acoustically excellent and monetarily free venue 
for the Chorus this past sum-
mer -- arranged by our own 
Kevin Stone.  So when 
Kevin said they were having 
a big fundraiser and hoping 
we could provide a quartet, 
how could we say “no.”  So 
Associate Director Kirk 
Thomson put together a 
quartet consisting of himself, 
Terry Schmalzried, Jon 
Green and this author to do 
the job.
 The evening started 
with a silent auction of some 
50 gift baskets and a food 
tasting, with many fine res-
taurants, wineries and breweries represented.  A 
;youth chamber group, a piano player and our 
quartet were the designated entertainers. The 
organizer had an elaborate plan for where, 
when, and how each of us would perform -- a 

plan which almost instantly unraveled, leaving us 
to “wing it,” as it were.

 As a result, we sang a lot 
more than planned, and in 
many different places.  And 
we got a great response 
(applause and compliments) 
from the many attendees.  
The only problem was that 
the background noise level 
was sometimes so high we 
could barely be heard.  We 
were also invited to partake 
of the many delicious tasting  
options.
 The evening’s program 
ended with a show in the 
auditorium, featuring the 
many groups of musicians 

and dancers who benefit from the Middletown 
Arts Center and its programs, including our-
selves.
 It was a lot of fun and a great opportunity 

T
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RSS Class of November 2019

By Bruce Hanson

n November 19th, the chorus  
graduated its fourth class of  
Ready Set Singers.  This year, 
“Professor” Kirk Thomson led 
the program, enabling Chorus 
Director Craig Page.  Allan 
Dean (who took these photos, 
which explains his absence from 
them) oversaw signup and ad-
ministration as he has done in the 
past, and Andy Ferreira also pro-
vided support to Kirk and Allan.
 The four new graduates 
sang Christmas songs on the ris-
ers with the chorus and have 
been invited (make that encour-
aged) to carol with us in down-
town Red Bank on December 7th 

. 

O
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What’s In A Name?

By Chris Papa

ert Ryan was the chorus member who clev-
erly thought that the name Matinee Idles would 
jocularly fit the collection of ancient members 
who were mostly retirees, and could only meet 
for rehearsals and perform gigs 
in the afternoons. It was an apt 
title and it has survived these 
many years.
 When one of the ancients, 
Chris Papa, became Editor of 
The Atlantic Gazette, well over 
two decades ago, he took on the 
responsibility of reporting on this 
special group of singers, since 
he was simultaneously partici-
pating in both choruses. But, 
what to name the new column?
 Chris was perhaps unique 
among his fellow chorus mem-
bers in that he could proudly ad-
mit to being a thorough Gilbert & 
Sullivan addict, He had been in-
troduced to their comic operas 
while a teenager, by one of his 
fellow classmates at Brooklyn 
Technical High School and was instantly 
charmed, not only by Sullivan’s easy-to-remem-
ber melodies, but by the clever rhyming lyrics of 
the inventive W. S. Gilbert. Indeed, he started 
composing rhymes of his own, while still a teen-
ager and they truly played an important role in 
his future advancement in life. But that’s another 

story! He’s still contributing two limericks every 
day to random dictionary words for Partners-In-
Rhyme which he started 23 years ago. Let him 
know if you’d like to receive them in your e-mails.

 So what of the origin of Idle 
Chatter? It’s a guess that 
most of our older chorus 
members will answer “Yes” 
when asked if they ever heard 
of Gilbert & Sullivan. Today’s 
millennial generation will sim-
ply answer, “Who?” At best, 
our older members can name 
the “big three” most popular 
operas. They are: “H.M.S. 
Pinafore”,” The Mikado” and 
“The Pirates of Penzance”. 
The pair actually collaborated 
on thirteen operas. One of the 
operas is titled “Patience” and 
it really is all about Gilbert 
poking fun at the “esthetic” 
poets that had sprung up in 
England at the time. It be-
came connected with the 

most famous poet, Oscar Wilde. In “Patience”, 
Gilbert wrote a song that has the esthetic poet, 
named Bunthorne, tell the audience how he 
carries off his very particular self-promoting 
schemes. Here are the very fancy lyrics which 
use, under the appropriate circumstance, very 
high class words.

B

If you’re anxious for to shine in the high æsthetic line as a man of culture rare,

 You must get up all the germs of the transcendental terms, and plant them ev’rywhere.

You must lie upon the daisies and discourse in novel phrases of your                                         
complicated state of mind,

The meaning doesn’t matter if it’s only idle chatter of a transcendental kind.

And ev’ry one will say,

As you walk your mystic way,

“If this young man expresses himself in terms too deep for me,

Why, what a very singularly deep young man this deep young man must be!”

There you are! Chris didn’t invent the phrase “Idle 
Chatter”, he merely borrowed it from a much more 
professional genius, who had used it in a quite different 
setting, with a truly comical meaning. 



Atlantic Gazette                                          December 2019                                               7   

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME!
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Harding Road, Red Bank, NJ  

Atlantic Gazette
Bruce Hanson

28 Markham Place

Little Silver, NJ 07739

The monthly bulletin of the

Red Bank Area (NJ) Chapter

Red Bank Area Chapter

Mid-Atlantic District

Barbershop Harmony Society

P O Box 8403

Red Bank, NJ  07701-8403

(732) 784-7343

Chapter Officers
President.........................................Terry Schmalzried

VP Music & Performance.........................Frank Glaz

VP Programs................................................................

VP Chapter Development...................Jim Weythman

VP Marketing & Publicity........................Allan Dean

Treasurer  .............................................Bruce Hanson

Secretary................................................Andy Ferreira

Members at Large.................Kevin Stone, Sam Wike

Immediate Past President.....................Andy Ferreira

Project Managers
Librarian..............................................Jim Weythman

Uniforms...................................................Dave Murch

Sunshine Chairman...............................Carl Stainagle

50-50 Assoc..................................................Ray Smith

Webmaster.................................................Allan Dean

Return and Correction Requested      

Chorus of the Atlantic
Music Director........................................Craig J. Page

Associate Music Director.....................Kirk Thomson

Manager ...................................................Dave Murch

Matinee Idles
Director.......................................................John Huetz

President................................................Joe LeCompte

Manager.....................................................Rich Dunne

Gazette Editor
Bruce Hanson

28 Markham Place

Little Silver, NJ 07739

Blhanson@comcast.net

Production Manager:  Bruce Hanson

                                           

On the web at RedBankChorus.org


